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Mayor Strauss called the Public Hearing to order at 6:30 PM.  The advertised purpose of this Public Hearing is for Council to receive Testimony from interested parties regarding the matter of a request by Calvin Smith to rezone 8 permanent parcels within Union Station Subdivision and one additional parcel adjacent to Union Station Subdivision from current classification to PUD.  Proof of publication and notice to adjacent property owners is in the possession of the Fiscal Officer.  Planning Commission’s recommendation to Council was to deny the request for rezoning.

Solicitor Clark stated the procedure under the Ordinances of LaGrange state a request to rezone first goes to Planning Commission and than a recommendation is referred to Council.  Council can affirm, modify or reverse Planning Commission’s recommendation.  Applicant is represented by Legal Council at the Public Hearing and will be allowed to provide presentation of the request.

Attorney Jim Taylor presented request on behalf of Calvin Smith to audience:  Zoning code in LaGrange does not cover this request for inclusion into a present PUD.  Received affirmative letter from Durham Ridge Developer to be included in PUD.  Smith was part of the developing group of Union Station and kept certain parts out.  Due to the economy and time parts did not get developed as presently zoned.  Thoughts were to include these lots into the existing PUD.  There are four parts to the parcels:  office building on North Center which includes car barn, another barn and empty lot, condominium properties, Union Station lots and lot 43.  Interest only to keep lot 43 single family.  PUD theory is to make the best use of the land.  PUD must approach Planning Commission with use requests.  Smith not prepared to state exactly what will be in each spot.  Current ideas on development include lot 43 remaining single family, current condominium lots could be multi-family usage if approved through Planning Commission and Building department, on the West there are condominiums so adjacent field should be condominiums, on the office building and barn property there could be a mix of commercial, retail or residential subject to Planning Commission.  Wish to spur some development and turn property into profitable items for the Village, Schools, etc.  Make some empty lots more productive; look very similar to what exists now, decrease current owners’ shared costs.  PUD allows more flexibility.  Current zoning is General Business, Multifamily residential and single family.  The current zoning will not see houses building for a long time.  

Calvin Smith presented a possible plan developed a year and half ago.  Vacant lots have been mowed for sixteen years.  Cannot sell lots purchased at $45,000.00, sold five at auction for $20,000.00.  Whatever is proposed in the future will always have to go before Planning Commission.  Not trying to do anything but what we have to get permission to do.  Want to live at North Center house.  
Council questioned Smith about presented future plan.  

Mayor opened up Public Hearing to comments from interested parties in the audience.  Long Street residents concerned over multifamily development affecting property values and homeowners association regulations.  Question on why lot 43 needs to be in the PUD if Smith intends to build like what currently exists.  Vicksburg Court resident concerned over space for proposed building ideas.  Appomattox Court resident concerned over the change.  General Lee Street resident owns two lots in Union Station and concerned over changes from Union Station homeowners association regulations to Durham Ridge homeowner’s association regulations.  Long Street resident concern over detached garages of plan presented by Smith for possible consideration.  Union Station homeowners association president (resides on Long Street) stated association wants no changes, no exceptions, 100% agreement by association.  Owner of vacant lot on Long Street purchased from Smith at auction would like to hear more from Smith but inclined to not want rezoning.
Attorney Jim Taylor reiterated that putting property in the PUD allows flexibility, any future building will have to be approved by Planning Commission and Council.  There is no detriment today by putting property into PUD.
Solicitor Clark stated if under PUD, future building would be subject to Planning Commission and Council approval.
C. Smith stated that he did not ask to change the architectural integrity of the development or deed restrictions.

US Grant Street resident with additional vacant lot questioned disparity if anyone else wanted to join PUD.  Questions on if parcels moved from Union Station to PUD would Homeowners Association change from Union Station to Durham Ridge.  Question on relevance to deed restrictions in both Associations.  Mayor offered to get clarification.
Mayor asked for final questions.  Council has 30 days to make a decision.
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