LAGRANGE TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES

November 28, 2011

This was a regular meeting of the LaGrange Township Trustees.  Canfield called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with all members of the board present.  Ford motioned to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting; Burnett seconded the motion, roll call – all yes.  
Public Participation

Dave Moulder commented on Mayor Strauss’ request for the township to go in on a feasibility study of acquiring the old high school and Middle School.  He asked if the township was interested in doing this and why it hadn’t been discussed at a public meeting.  He stated that the Mayor came to a board meeting recently and commented that the township did not work with the village on projects and constantly fought them on issues.  Moulder cited the forming of the CIC, the Community Park, the sidewalk to the new school, road maintenance and other projects that have been worked on jointly.  He also noted that the township currently has several costly projects to complete, such as the refurbishing of the old fire station, completing the renovation of the Grange Hall, and landscaping the circle.  There are also several which have been completed this year, such as re-roofing the Library, repairing the fire station gutters, replacing the railroad culvert, installing the sidewalk and bridge to the new school, and soon will be discussing forming a Police District.  He also brought it to the Boards attention that in a village audit comparing 2003 income tax revenue  to 2008 revenue an increase of $390,000.00 was shown, almost doubling the amount,  which was due mainly from the construction of Opportunity Way which to date has given the township no monetary gain.  Also audits of the Park Board show the township has contributed $48,329.00 more to date than the village.  

Moulder thanked those that attended a recent Commissioners meeting where it was discussed to expand the Lorain County Building Department to all areas of the county.  Because of the large turnout public hearings on the matter were postponed.

Fire and EMS


Chief Rader was present but no reports or requests were given.
Road and Bridge


French noted that they will be on vacation beginning December 19th and that they will begin working on the Hastings Ditch next week.

George Howard has donated an old field sprayer and it will be modified to spray the walking trails and guardrails.


The new playground equipment has been delivered and prices are being collected for a handrail for the new bridge.

Zoning


Sigmund reported no permits have been issued.  The Moyse hearing will be held this week.  
Fiscal Officer


Canfield motioned to approve the financial reports for October; Burnett seconded the motion, roll call – all yes.


Canfield motioned to approve Resolution 2011-18, a Resolution Authorizing the Transfer of Funds from the General Fund to the Note Retirement Fund, Ford seconded the motion, roll call – all yes.

RLCWA


Burnett reported that the Nova tank has been completed except for the painting.

CIC


No activity

LORCO


Nothing to report.

Park Board


Guy Page will be at the next meeting to give his yearend report.

Trustees Comments


Canfield presented the new Drug Pool agreement with Mercy Hospital.  Burnett will be the contact person for mandatory drug tests and the township will be billed $25.00 per quarter.


Canfield reported that forming a Policing District was discussed at the last county meeting and public meetings will be held January to continue the discussion.


Discussion was held on the furnaces at the old fire station.  Burnett will look at the situation and make suggestions.


Burnett stated that they are working on the electric at the Grange Hall then the heating can be started.  He is getting estimates for heating replacement.



The Historical Society will take the iron fence from the Cemetery.


Canfield brought up the Mayor’s request to join them in a feasibility study of the old school.  She stated she was hesitant to proceed due to financial cut backs.  Burnett stated he would like to pursue the issue but questioned the maintenance costs.  He suggested possibly the Library could put in some funds for their costs.  Canfield said the board could consider putting the issue on the ballot for the public to decide.  All agreed to do a survey of the residents by mail on the park and school issue.  Ford felt that the study is needed to answer many questions on taking over the building.  Canfield asked if they could take time to check into public support and leave open the possibility of paying our half later.  Burnett noted that public input takes too long and a final decision cannot be made without any any information.  He felt $5000.00 is a drop in the bucket for what it could cost down the road.  Burnett motioned to spend up to $5000.00 for one half of the cost of a feasibility study by Poggmeyer Design on the old high school and Middle School. Ford seconded the motion. Roll call – Ford, yes, Burnett, yes, Canfield, no.  Doug Gardner asked what the time line is on the study. Canfield noted the contract said it would take from 8 weeks to 8 months.  Gardner asked how the community would be charged for the use of the building and if the study was going to check into the contamination of the property from the old Screw Products building.  It was answered that this is only a study of how the building could be used and what repairs were needed.
Bills


The following bills were presented for payment;

27047 PY 11/27/2011 DAVID J. FRENCH
$1,185.06 O

27048 PY 11/27/2011 GEORGE E. HOWARD
1,027.75 O

27049 PY 11/27/2011 GEORGE M. KLOCEK
1,057.79 O

27050 PY 11/27/2011 EDWARD J. NAU
569.00 O

27051 VW 11/27/2011 WINDSTREAM
 658.64 O

27052 VW 11/27/2011 FIRST MERIT BANK
 22,412.67 O

27053 VW 11/27/2011 OHIO TREASURER, JOSH MANDEL
 1,384.01 O

27054 VW 11/27/2011 FOXS LAWN CARE & SMALL ENGINE REPAIR
 200.00 O

27055 VW 11/27/2011 AA FIRE EXTINGUISHER
 75.90 O

27056 VW 11/27/2011 LAGRANGE HARDWARE
 360.59 O

27057 VW 11/27/2011 DAUCH CONCRETE
 1,505.63 O

27058 VW 11/27/2011 NAPA AUTO PARTS
 29.44 O

27059 VW 11/27/2011 VERIZON WIRELESS
 198.01 O

27060 VW 11/27/2011 LEHIGH HANSON
 400.77 O

27061 VW 11/28/2011 STERICYCLE
 52.62 O

27062 VW 11/28/2011 BANKCARD CENTER
 116.76 O

27063 VW 11/28/2011 OHIO EDISON
... 51.17 O
After review of the bills, Burnett motioned to pay the bills as presented; Canfield seconded the motion, roll call – all yes.


Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:42pm.
____________________________________Chairman

____________________________________Fiscal Officer
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