LAGRANGE TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES

September 28, 2009

This was a regular meeting of the LaGrange Township Trustees.  The meeting was called to order at 7pm with all members of the board present.  


Canfield motioned to approve the minutes of the September 14th meeting with a spelling correction; Ford seconded the motion, roll call – all yes.


Burnett motioned to approve the minutes of the emergency meeting of September 22 as presented, Ford seconded the motion, roll call – Canfield, abstain, Burnett, yes, Ford, yes.

Public Participation


Vic Long of Diagonal Road asked about the Sheriff situation and if it had been discussed about hiring deputies to patrol the township.  He also asked if the Village Police Department could be hired to come out and patrol the township.  Canfield responded that a Policing District had been discussed at the County Township Association in the past but there has been no further discussion.  The township does not have enough funds currently to contract with the Sheriff’s Department.  Passing Issue 4, the sales tax, will generate the funds to bring back the road patrols.  Burnett noted that this is not a new situation.  Last time the Sheriff was in this position, about ten years ago, the trustees worked up a price with the village which was about $150,000 per year for partial coverage.  This would require a levy to be passed by the residents.  Chief Daniel Moore was present and verified that at that time that was the approximate amount.  He also stated that the Village Police cannot go outside of the Village unless requested by the Sheriff.
Zoning


Sigmund reported that six permits had been issued.  One permit for a wind turbine was also given and was treated as a structure until new regulations are written.  The Moyse property on Indian Hollow Road has trailers that are being used for storage.  This will be handled by the Prosecutor.


The property on Indian Hollow Road owned by Rader is being pursued by the Sheriff’s Department as a felony for open dumping and the EPA is still pursuing the storage of garbage separately.  


Sigmund noted that he had been subpoenaed to court in a divorce case involving parcels of property.

The information he received from the meeting with the Lorain County Building Department on wind turbines has been forwarded to the Zoning Board.

Fiscal Officer


Burnett motioned to approve the financial reports for August; Canfield seconded the motion, roll call – all yes.


Canfield motioned to approve the cost of any board member attending a Zoning seminar in Westlake in November; Burnett seconded the motion, roll call – all yes.
Trustee Comments


Burnett explained the time line of the property behind the fire station coming up for sale.  It had previously been up for sheriff sale with value stated of $90,000 and a minimum bid of $60,000 but no offers were made.  Burnett had asked Ken Keiffer of Northern Ohio Realty to keep an eye on the property to see when it would go up for sale.  Keiffer also tried to talk to the bank that had the property but they refused to talk.  Keiffer notified Burnett last week that the property was going on the market for $24,000 and an emergency meeting was called so that the township could make an offer.  It was decided that they would offer $20,000 but the bank refused and came back with a counter offer of $22,000.  In the meantime, Canfield had called the Prosecutor and asked about the legality of Burnett using Ken Keiffer because they are business partners.  Burnett stated that he and Keiffer own a farm together that they are selling off.  He said neither he nor Keiffer thought about the ramifications of this situation until a call from the Prosecutor.  As a result, Ken Keiffer has offered to act as an agent for the township free of charge with all sales proceeds, $750.00, to be donated back to the township as stated in a letter received by the Fiscal Officer.


Canfield said that she called the Prosecutor because Ken and Gary owned property together and that is not ethical.  With Keiffer offering to donate his commission back to the township it is fine to act on our behalf and that his generosity was appreciated.


Ken Keiffer was in the audience and noted that the property adjacent to the one for sale was sold to the church for $55,000.00 so this is an excellent opportunity.


Canfield motioned to accept the banks counter offer of $22,000 for 205 North Center Street, Ford seconded the motion, roll call – all yes.,


Burnett noted that the home that is on the property could possibly be used for Fire and/or Police training as it will have to come down.


Burnett noted that he attended the Historical Society show at the Fire Station.


Burnett discussed the sidewalks on Route 303.  In a letter from the Prosecutor he stated that in O.R.C. it states that the Township can order the County Engineer to install sidewalks in the township when it is a safety issue.  He will call the Engineers’ Office to check on this.

.Bills
23894
Northern Ohio Realty
1000.00

23895
VFIS of Ohio
98.00

23896
Postmaster
40.00

23897
B&C  Communications
777.00

23898
Ohio Fire Chief Association
150.00

23899
Carter Lumber
35.78

23900
Elyria Print and Copy
94.00

23901
Judco, Inc.
178.60

23902
Stericycle
31.10

23903
Miller and Company
88.75

23904
Ohio Dept. of Job and Family Services
18.22
23905
Ohio Edison
25.63

23906
RLCWA
19.93

23907
Arrow Uniform
150.03

23908
Verizon Wireless
155.46

23909
Perkins Motor Service
10.38

23910
Dave French
15.72

23911
Windstream
571.25

23912
Tom Newell
276.42

23913
Hanson Aggregates
525.64

23914
Sherry Chase
97.04

23915
David French
1435.46

23916
George Howard
1047.99

23917
George Klocek
1056.49

23918
Ed Nau
610.12

23919
Elemental Resources
285.51


Canfield motioned to approve the bills as presented; Burnett seconded the motion, roll call –all yes.

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:57pm.

____________________________________Chairman

____________________________________Chief Fiscal Officer
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